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• ' I TpAeae ifiuMBSa”'"'"" 

tiJENCE -HLANSIAXION ^ 

nniin-berpreparateloa I * 

r.r'nnnf.Arpreparatloa and W ar Experience. 
Counterpreparatior. in the hands of the army and corps commanders is 
..he most effective method of achieving a pcn.erful fire concentratior 
against the enengr during the defence. The special tasks of counter- 
preparation are to disrupt the enengr’s assault preparations and to 
inflict on him heavy losses in men and e<iuipment. 

Artillery, airfdrce, mortars, as ifell as rifle anA machine gu.r 
fire participate in the counter preparation. Field Servt-;e Regalafc- 

Ions also envisage the use or tanks© 

Targets for count erpreparation should be: main groupings of 
sasmy tanks and irafantry, preparing for the move fon-rai’d or Living 
vsfembled. into departure positions; the for\/ard line of obser’.ai^lo., 
,ost3; supply depots; headquarters, signal centers, and artillery 
firs positions. On the main targets of counterpreparation, aevem- 
olios of enemy infantry and tanks, the main fire effort of del -.nee 
eho-.ad be concentrated, during the period of the counterprepai avica 

drerr.' .artillery fire shouJ.d be suppressed. 

The field service regulations of all armies, including o.-rs, < 


:,c.t envisage the necessity of delivering massed artillery fire 
,:orv..ard line of the enemy’s observation points and on his arti.l.er- 
cocitions dtu-ing the period of the counterpreparation. But the eu 
'erionce of the Orl'^ Belgorod action demonstnated that the eraplc 
nent of massed artillery fire during the counterpreparatory poi.'.ovz 
,ar a significant effect not only on disorganizing the enemy b..Tt al 
ic reduce markedly the effect of his fire on our troops during th. 
reriod of his preparatoiry fire* 

unexpected massed fire on the forward observation posts of the 
cneny in the sector of his planned breakthrough can seriously reduc 
his independence of action. To allcm such a ^issibility to escape i 

r.ol permissible c 

In the period of the war the Red Army made extensive use of 
nortars and to these added a new powerful anti-personnel ^.eapon - 


ISA 
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he rocket launchers • The addition of the rocket launchers as the 


f main anti— personnel weapon gave freedom to con- I 

f centrat© on coimter battery operations* I 

To set as the main task of the count erpreparat ion the destruct* ? 
{ ion of the enemy fire positions is not correct, since it is pcs j 

[ ible. having made such a decision, to spend a large amount of i 

? " t 

f anition on empty targets, since the attacked artillery positiofis | 

v;ox2id probably have been changed prior to an attack* Also, to | 

5 regard, in the count or preparation, the infantry and tanks which tht I 

} snemy is assembling, even at the expense of diverting artillery 1:11 

J vill have a serious effect on the attack* I 

When the defoudei^ has at his disposal enough artillery and ; 

aircraft, and has the capability to utilize part of his available J 
i orce against enemy artillery without weakening liis strikes agains* - 
enovoy infantry and tanks, his capability to disorganir^e tl' | 

attack, even to disrupt it, is high* ^ ; 

The oicperience of the coimt erpreparat ion carried out on the ' 

^ ’r’ L 

of Jliiy In the -Belgorod operation vdll demonsti^at© the nccro 

±i,j of utilizing artillery, mortars, rocket launchers, airforoo, ' 

. '.a Tire of tanks as well as small arms fire (rifle and nachixio g . 
Infantry units during the count erpreparat ion* j 

.r : 

The Utilisation of the Various Arms during the Counter- 

- } 

^ Preparation* ,■ ^ 

i ’ h 

.o'tillerv: Artillory plays a leading role in the count erprepaoattc.io 
r — I 

ho massed fire of artillery is the decisive force in delivcriag | 

: heovy losses on enemy infantry and tanks which are stationed in the 

oeoarture positions or in the concentration areas* 

I Artillei*y povrer is not to bo dispersed* It is essential ^/Jiat 

} ot be used on main targets: - personnel, tanks, artillery and enex 

i * 

^ observation positions. I 

I . ^ * 

: jji order to inflict heavy casualties on the eneny , air atw-ac< j 

\ dth fire bombs should be conducted, while in the infantry pcsitxcu^ 

! ^ ? 
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all types pf artillery would be Effective but only 122 mm and 152 mm 
calibre Tire should be used against tank concentration# I 

For the suppression of well- constructed (from the engineer j 

Doint of view) observation points, the most economical means are :: 
groups of 10-12 direct fire guns# I 

The iriilization of direct fire guns during the com.terprepar- j 
iccry period should be confined to suitable targets# The t:elecv:l0i%. | 

ox the right moment for such an attack vd.li always depend the ? 

^c:tuai situation* In this connection it is desirable that the ^ 

icked observation posts be subjected to massed fire by all ca3 ores. ; 

For strilies against supply depots, headquarters, signal certer^,^ 
0 03 fire of no less than a battalion should be used* The most eis c : i 
ive gun for that purpose is the 107 rain and hov;itzers of 122 mm c.?:- I 
j.bru, or higher* j 

The artillery,'' tasks during the period of the count erprepar atxv a| 
ihould be conducted in short, pov•srf^ll strikes* ' 

prioi* to the v/ar it \-b.s accepted that the artillery should coii' 
ijct its counterpreparation from temporary positions * .Ainong other 
3 lings, war experience has shovm that the artillery was frcouent ly 
>ub.iGCted to air raids v;hile it changed from its temporary to iti' 
lor.mnent positions* ./hen this occurred, the artillery did not or-iy 
Ilf far losses in men and material, but was also prevented from fv - 
filling the task which had been assigned to it during the attack | 
ihe enemy infantry and tanks# 

It follows from this that the artillery should conduct itr 
count erprepar at ion from its basic position in order that it is 
constant readiness should the enemy attempt an attack immniodiatexy 
Coiicv/ing the counterpreparation# 

laortars of all calibres are a powerful means to deliver fire 
against the enemy's infantry departure positions, be they disposed 
in trenches or on reverse slopes# 

Massed mortar fire v/ill inflict heavy casualties and vdll assi^ 
in the disruption of the enemy’s attack# The 120 mm mortar can also 


I 
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? ount _^pr epar at: 1 or 




be used for the destruction of hostile obsenration posts in the To 
ward areas* . . 

If the enemy has built a system of trenches Impregnable to 
lire tirnich he intends to use as a departure position, mortars do\:n 
to 50 mm calibre should be used. 

The mortars of the first echelon Rifle regiments should fulit/ 
pai'ticipate in the counterpreparation. If the army has regimental 
origades of 120 mm mortars, it is absolutely necessary to employ 
these during the counterpreparati ;n in the expected direction of 
the enemy's main thrust. The commanders of the mortaJb subunits 
should carefully reconnoitre all the possible locations in their 
sectors which migiit be suitable for the assembly of enemy infants; v . 
These locations should be zeroed in so that fire. could be directc-i 
r g'.inst them at any time of the ni^t or day, 

Xhb. Rocket z^aunchers d uring the patriotic v/ar, proved thorns s i 
■os a pOT'erful anti-personnel vraapon. 

Rocket -inuncher units are particularly suitable to deliver . i , 
inst enemy personnel, on the main sectors of the count erpr eoa.' - 
■ -.on as vrcjll as on the probable enemy infantry concentration or ' : > 
Roc<,el? Launchor Regiment should be assigned several socOj* 
in vsiich it is to destroy enemy personnel. This allotment c£ 

Of r got 3 shotild be made sufficiently early in order that the no sir- 
suitabis fire positions can be selected in time to ailovx for a o.-r- 
.ui reoonnaisance of the roads leading up to them, that the tipe 
o :iiired to move from the camping area to tho Individual fir;- ooi " 

: 13 ons can be measured exactly. 

Tho fire of the rocket launchers v/ill be planned at army he h- 
sorters. The centralized employment of the rocket launcher unit.; 
osrsits the massing of their fire in the most Ijjportant sector as j 
'oj.1 as switching the fire as a chan^ in the situation might de- i 


All the practical preparatory pJannlng concerning rocket laun* 
onar units vd.ll be done by the cixamand of the amy groups, accord- 
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Ing to the cTmj plan for the counterpreparation. 

Airforce » Bomber and ground attack aircraft play an important i 
role in tho countox’preparation* The Air Force has the capabllxt^- t-o ^ 
attack the tanl: and infantry concentration areas supply depots, .a, . 
quarters and artillery dispositions {firing positions, as irell as th| 

nveas of the observation points) , vjith ground at‘-aoa aircraft .and ; 

i 

bomb or So ? 

There jsre two 0 more or less typical method.? of employing tiu i 

■^ir forces in the coi.mtcarpreparat on» The first it when th.^ f 

by air strikes, supplements the fire of the artillery and mortars, | 
The second is v.iren each is given separate targets with whxch enc-y ; 

irc ■to deal soparatolvo ■ 

The first method is usually c?i4ployed - hen the countarprerar;d • | 
ion Govors a relatively narro’-.' sector. The second, when the ccuntcr < 
pr ' ‘OOJ*" bion licis to bo conduct c<l In ci ciPono i 

Then considQi-ing participation of aircraft in a counterprepaX" j 
ation It, has to bo borne in mind that the nest suitable height for : 
i.hc; bombers' flights (600 to 1500 meters} lies wrLthin of ,ke j 

" .’tillci'*.' tr.ajoctoi-So This ref uiros that our £;’~tillaiT xirs be ■ 

.topped during the approach fxigiit and the bombing by tho aircr,_ft ^ 

io tho roGPoctlve sectors o I 

iJhen .artillery fire and air boribardment axe akteraatod during 
•he counterpr-aparation tho sequence raif^t Vo as fol.’.Dws; 5 rji.rutes 
of artillci'’/ fire, 10 minutes of aerial b'-rabardmonf; , o to irdrutos 
cf axtillery and - ^ortax firs, 10 tiinutcs of aerial bonb-aaiaarkc . 

•. hen oxtillsri^ and aircraft are used in joint action c- a 
broad .front, and the airfields are 20 to 30 minutes avray from ..e 
targets, a 30 to 40 minuto fire preparation trill allovr only one 
bombing run. Therefore, from the beginning of Joint counterprenara,. 
ion it is proper to utilize aircraft for the systematic supprossio;. | 
cf the cnorr/ along the arnry {or corps) f ont by bombing flights of j 

individual 4 ircraft and the creation of fires. 

The importance of aircraft in counterpreparation increases in 
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the cvjnt that the aneny does not have siiTficient artilier^^ and 
nortarsa 


The best coabination of ground Tiro weapons and air vrlll depend^ 

the available aortars and x'oehet laimchers as X;0~'l j 

I 

on the ground attaci: and bomber aircraft o f 

Utilization of aircraft vjill also depend on the current sativr ^ 

ion:» A realistic evaluation of the existing conditions will shov; ^ 

which of the possible corribinations should be employ edo J 

Tcinl^s c In the defence situations will occur in which it \;guJ-Ci ;; p 

switab"' e to cwploy tanks in the count orrrepar at ion ^ Thus, on the wt j 

of July, 1913.. tan'i; fire atainst tlae cnewiy was utilized in the coux:’ 

erpreparati :n of t-ho otht, duards .xr.oiy in the direction f Delgcrv^d ; 

Tan: 3. utilising incendiary f ragmontat ion shells can inflict J 

xeavy casualties on enemy personnel in the forward areas, Farticlp ? 

ition of tanks in the count er reparation re wires good preparator * ^ 

planning and organization on the part of the tan!i comwiand, how,d■.ua:^ g 

r 

tors, corrL;iandors of individual tani s, and personnelo ^ 

Assigning to a tanic regiment or brigade any expedient sector: J 
this vn.li give the opportunity to tee clearly* the result of tia. f h- ^ 
dclivored by tanw. units or subunits; as vrell as strengthening ^ 

oiw.eiy organization of the fire.> j 

The Inclusion of l:.anl:s in the co^jnt erpr eparation will always 
a i-.e the primary tasl--S of the tank wmits more d5.f ficuit . If t.hc in- 
clusion of tanl s maw os the fulfillment of the tasks vdiich had been 
assigned to them in the general plan more difficult, then the> shouq 

c 

not be used J 

In heavily wrooded and broken country it is difficult to use | 
tank fire. The most favorable conditions for the use of tank fire j 
in the counterpreparation exist in the steppe or in slightly rol.lin p 
country a 

Infantry Rifle and I'achine Gun Fire* An important role in tlie 
count er preparation is played by infantry, ri.fl€, and machine gun 
fire« In the period of the sudden fire attack of all the available 

T T 13 A DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTaUGENCE TRANSLATION 
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Counter preparation 


PAGE NUiviBER 



weapons of the deronders. Infantry, rifle (single shot and automatic, 
and machine gun fire should be directed against enemy personnel em- 
placGinents. The unexpected rifle and machine gun fire v/ill inflict 
he-wy casuaj-ties on the enemy , 

Rifle and machine gun fire x-jlli also pin dovni enemy infantry 
■at the moment of the artillery concentra.tion and tacreby increase 
c a vS unities.^ 

Subunit comi'nanders should organize their rifle .nd machme aur 
fire in such r manner that it falls exactly on she lire of the en- 
e ' *y •:.! - ' g g c 3 o 

,1 firs attack b;--' all tho weiipons of tho defence ccoidin,- te-J as 
ao tine am.;j. place- is tho decisive means for inf'-icting lioavp casual • 
‘,ioa on the anc w and tho disruption of his attaCiW 


Th o Planning of the Jountornreparat ion 
l::i order to be . btc to plan correctly a c aunt er preparation, it is 
liTOvt of 0.11 nocossrry to conduct a careful roconnaisa.nce of i.he 
.'Vig: to" ■ o po;5ition and to ..ccate his c.'.osest positS-ona.. la is 
uooosaary i. o familiarize oneself vdLth the terrain in order to bo ,'0 ^ 
1 assess pos3ib-.G routes of att.acko Oniv a carofui roviev: of .me 
a.ta Gccuv'od tarou.^b a careful raconnaismeo ma.ies -- realistiA- olai: 
■‘or a count erpr eparation "ossiblco 

Co\^.Grproraration mill be planned by the arm:- and formrtiou 
aoj'iandorsa a riore or less complete counterpreparation can bo 'larin: 
ind os:ecuted at arm"" iorelo 

Prior to tiie f tannino of a counterpreparation tno '.iriat - ..■a-rd. 

e-' should study the situation carofu3-ly and then from a study of :.h; 
1 r raalc an appreciation of the most likoly sectors in v'hich tao er- 
e:Ty night attacks 

After he has decided on these sectors it is necessarp/ to ccr— 
d.ict a earefiil reconnaisance of thesOo The reconnaisance of the so; 
ters of the counterpr op oration is conducted personally by the arin\' 
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[page 


Ifc i n- 1 r . . — 

commander, the army artillery conmander, the chiefs of the various 
irms and the army staff officers. The reconaaisance v;ill establish: 

- the likely areas of departure of the hostile infantry prior 
to the attack and the boundaries of the attaca. 

- the forv.-ard line of enemy observation points from vinxon our 
fomrard line and the nearby depth of our tor’-ard defence can 

be observed. 

- the likely areas of concentration of enemy artillery. 

_ the likely departure positions for tan s and tie routes 
uso t,o move i’orv/ardo 

- :;hat type of fire •. ould be the most s'.oitablo to .ise a-ainst 
oaoh sector of the count orproparat ion (artillery r mortars, 

rocket launchers, or aircrajft). 

The r-GSiats of the reoonnaisance should be aari.ee or. a .lap 
..fter th. reconnaisance has been conple.od the .r.-.llery co. J- 
auder must submit to the army commander a plan of employ., ent or 
.av’tillery, mottars, and roclret Ir'onchers on each sector o.i the fron 
the oriony is i. oly to attack . The submission ntust inckude: 

~ a sur-trary of t.ha stransth of the artillery, mortars ana ■aoc. 


ro ■’iiikiut s on the eector oi tiia 


c omterpror-^^ 


Eind of h^t 


r^r^o cTtlllBTY froHi neighboring,' Si 


it 1:3 tocessaip" to 


the tar-sots for ar-tili ery.m mortars anc 


:>c..et 1 rune her/ 


)ar>od on t 


imants on the sector of the courterpreparstion. 

-n estimate of the ti.'.e re uirament for the o ountorprer.- ca. 
ha:sod on the capabilities of the avai3.aols .aeanc: o. 

- an estimate of the ammunition. 

~ the utiliact-ion of the artillery division (if itis incluQc, 
in the estaoiish-ient of the army), the mortar regiments of 
the reserve of the high command, of the armi^ gun regiment: 


an estimate 


13 -.;ell as the roc 


lauTiChcar regimentJ 


I. abs.iut.1. „.c. 3 S.ry to tako Into oonsWorotlon tho ri: 

rto ,0 noishborins onlts In .r4«- to aching, a solficlontly be,.,., t: 
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concentration ^ hich can achieve the d struction of the enemy attaci:. 

As the result of the personal reconnaisance and the nemoran^a 
submitted to him, the army comniander v/ill give to his chief of sta^' 
the artillery commander in^itructions concerning the plan of etc ; 
counterpreparation, in one or the other variation, according to the j 
estimate of the probable line of attack by the enemy o j 

i 

The Chief of dtaff of the array, together with the comraandcr | 

and chief of st;!.ff of the artillei^, vrilth the comnander of tho j 

roc, et laimcher fornations, a3 v:ell ts v;ith the commanders (chiefs | 

i 

of staff; of the air formations placet under command of the army, j 

v;ill pr'ep<are a plan for the counterpreyoration according to ohe | 

agreed variationso | 

At tho ar?ny Level the plan for thd counter proper at ion can be j 

i 

••orked out grsphicelly (see appendix 1 and d etch 5)a$* etch 5, a i 
Map, not included in tho translation; can found on page t)5 of j 

I 

one originc-ilo) J 

Thep-' an of the count orprepar at ion is a i \rt of th :■ general | 

defensive plan. It gives, at army level, the }:ossib:iity of indep- | 

endent action for the different arms in the period of to c-.un sf- j 


prep a rati one 1 

The plan for the count er preparation should be brought i.-. to | 

date as the result of information received from reconnaisance. | 

The tasis of the artillery, mortar regiments, mortar brigau^ 3 , | 
and rocket launcher regiments tsl ing port in tho counterpreppr t;.c. | 
planned by tho array, -.Till be detailed by the array artillery conru- ^ 
ander in v'hose plan each artillery and mortar unit vfill be . 

ij 

a particular task and the amount of ammunition v.hich will be re- ^ 
,_uired for the fulfillment of the task >..dll be specifiedo • 

The number of concentrations - hich can bo delivered on each 
target and the extent of the counterpreparation vdll bo limited by : 
the amount of ammunition v,-hich can be released for t his purpose. 

The extent of tho counterpreparation will also be determined by the 

number of available artillery mortars^ and aircraft. As is proper, 
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w . TlSUmSULTlON 

3- Uounternrenaration 


PA GJS JNraMBJER 

-in^ 


the participation of the airforce in the counterprepar:'tion v/lll 
aiv/ays be large 

The Organization of Cooperation betx.reen the \farious -rms 

During the Count ei^prepar at ion 

The cooperation betv:een the varloi^s arms during a counter^pre- 
paration consists of the tir:iel 3 r fuifillment of all of the tasl-s 
assigned to each armo 

yor illustration of this cooper. ion i^t is worthv/hile to to 
a concrete examplec According to the anny c nunander the follov'ing 
plan for the countc3rpreparation had been acceptedo 

Fire concentrations by the airtillery, moroars, rochet launcheit 
rifle and machine guns - there irere to be three; air strikes - tbei (? 
:;aro to be tirOy During the period of counterprepai'^tion the dj.roct 
I’ire weapons irere to destroy the observation points - the lengt-n of 
each concentration ’was to be five minutes o 

Betw'oen the first end second artil3.ery concentration an air 
strike '.•as to ta..c place o 

Betv/een the second and third ai’tillery concentration v.he yre-ur 
■)£ dii’ect lire ■ eapons together with rifxcs and .lachine gi.irw. of tr e 
r'ni'antr'y and the mortars vdLll destroy thu observation points of the 
enemy 

In tlio sane period bomber aircraft v;i31 strike at the eneLg^s | 

I 

ai’tBillGry and b:" that supf)Ort the fire of the direct fire ons I 

I 

in the conplvotioa of their tasliSo After this follows the third fir< ! 

! 

c one ont r at i on o 

This program for a cotmt or preparation providing for 3C mxnutet 
of fire and tho expenditure of Oo5 units of fire is showTi graphic- 
all:/ in Table le 

• T abX e 1 o 

? minutes First concentration b^* artillery, mort-ars, rocket 

laiaachers and infant rifle - machine gun firoc 
10 minutes Strike by bombers qM ground attack aircraft. 
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5 minutes Concentration by ririe and machine guns and direct 


fire T-zeapons* The fire of the direct fire ijeapons I 

I 

directed against the enemy observation posts ^ Air | 

I 

strikes at enemy artillery and concenration by tlm | 
gun artillery regiments. | 

5 r-ilnutes The third concentration by the artillery, | 

i 

i 

and rocket lav^ncher units. j 

The army staff and the conmanders of the air formations must j 



rorl: out the e^cact tine vjhich the aircraft need to fly from the aif 
rields to the targets, the tine required to complete the bonbardnom- 
.'f the target Gc ^In acem-ate calculation of these tine roeuirerjGrits 
Jakes exact coordination of the fire by ground troops and air forces 


oossible^ 


. hen it :ls necessary to indicate the targets of bombardment for j 
jhe airforce, the comiaander of the air formation v.dll discuss v.ith f 



:iiG artillery commander means of indicating ths target. | 

V.Tiiio planning for cooperation during the c cunt orpreparat ion i'; j 

,G necesspxy to provide for the eventuality that atmospheric condit- f 

,on3 might prevent the air force from fulfilling its assigned tas' s , \ 

I 

"o provide for luoh a developement , a plan as to the type of artil3r- i 
ary fire used in such an eventuality v/ill have to be prepared 3 

t 

dhoixld, in the interval, botvreen the second and third concentration, 
d o artiller^j- conduct methodical fire, or should it rial e a pause, 
ar.d then ccaitinue vrith the planncKi count orpreparat ion? 

In the planning auxiliary targets should be assigned to the 
airforce in addition to the main oaeSo Another variation is possibly 
jicn a stri- e by all the ground weapons XTOtild be delivered simultan^a 
eously x.dth the air strike* Ui^er these circumstances hidden targets 
as well as targets in the depth of tte area of the count erpreparatior; 
enenry artillery and tanics) t/ill be assigned to the air force « 

13A DISSEMINATKMM FORM FOR INmilgBHCJE TBANStAtlON 
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Qoimter preparation - — ““ 

Finally, tho situation i;ii^t be such that it vj-ouid be advantage- 
Qus to d.eXi'srer a niasseci sir end. oi tiie c-junter** 

prepc^ation v;hen the artiller:^^, mortars and rocket launchers have 
completed thoir tasliSo 

The method oi counter preparation and the organization of* the 
cooporation betxjeen the various arms vd.ll depend on tho operational 
situation and on tho number of available artillery, airforce, and 
ammuiiitiono 

Conditions determining the Start of a Go\ij^ ein^r ep , ^atr o n ^ 

To achiove tha ai . of a counterpi eparation - to d stroy the 
enei'jy attack or at least to disrupt his preparation for an attaca - 
depends on one of the most important c-cments of success - ohe dec-' 
crriination of the tiiaing of the atart of the counter preparation.. 

In order to determine the timely/ start ol the counterpi'epjj. ac** 
ion it is absolutely essential to conduct a systematically organized 
aeconnaisance of the forces and by their grouping, by the dispositix^ 
jf the reserves, by the proximity of largo tanlt and air forces > as 
•rell as by tho move lont of supplies, to estimate the enemy’s inGo^it- 

lon<. I 

In till connection it is interesting to study the experience O': 

the Central and Voronezh fronts in the July defensive operas ion^. 

On the Central front, from the 2nd, of July, 1943, activity can 
re-grouping by the enemy vjas observed, Finraiy he began to move nev; 
Infantry and tani. imits into tho forvrard areas, and, in particular, 
lie had moved the 4th « Infantry Division and the 3rd<» Tank Division 
into position opposite the sector of our i3tho Army by the 5tho of 


At tho samo litne, opposite the 13th« Army the follovring viore 
Identified: 90 artillery batteries, 22 mortar batteries, and a large 
number of observation posts. Other sources also reported evidence of 
preparations for an attack in the near future in the sector of the 
3 . 3 th. Front. 


1 13A DlSSEwilWION TORM TOR 
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Goun'barprepnratiQ ii — j _ '' 73- ^ 

In connection : ith the momentarily cxr ected attack the Front 
Artillery Commander issued the folloijing order tovrards tho end of 
June» All artilleiy conunanders , from divisional artillery commanders | 
and lovjer vjere to remain constantly at their observation posts, to | 
establish round-the-clock observation of the enemy ly responsible f 
officers, to conduct conscientious and uninterrupted observation in I 
order to gather nevr information about the enemy situat.'.oua 1 

Only tliG exact date of the enemy attack remained tf be estab- j 
lishedo An indication of the beginning of an attack by the UeriTinns j 
\-rQQ given by th-.^ i ifting ox ininefields in certain sectors une ^ 

Front (This occurred on the 4 tho of July)o At 2200 hours of -he samel 

I 

day a field sapper itd.s ta^.en prisoner viho stated that the ^nen.v - 7 oul 5 j 
start the attack at 0230 hoixrs on tho 5 th« of Jul 3 ^c i 

This inforiiiation made it possible to decide on the timing oi 
the artillery coimterproparation vrhich, according to the order of ^ 

I 

Front Commander,' v;as to start at 0220 hovirs on the 5th of July, , 
On the Voronezh Front, in the sector of tho 6 th , Guards u'r.iy, | 
special preparations by the enemy had been noted from the 28 th, of j 
June, 1943, Heinforcements for tho forv/ard ilaments vore observed 
being moved up along the road Belgorod - Tomarovaa and at tiie same | 
iirae enemy troops ’./ere moving closer to our lon/ard -ine, Reconnais—j 
ance .revealed the arrival of four tank and three iiifantry divxsxonr, ; 
being ..lOved in from other sectors into the area of tiic 6 th<, Guards j 

I 

Array . 

A prisoner tai.en on the 2ndo of July stated that large suipmei.is 

had been unloaded in tho FSelgorod area consisting of a large nirmb®.' ; 

* 

cf artillery, tanks, inf-antiy, acKiunition, and provisions o i 

A d serter of the 2nd. Squadron of the 248 Reconnaisanca Dovacji-f 
raent of the I 68 (German) Infantry Division \;ho had come over to us | 
on the night 3rd, to 4th. of July stated that the Uornans v.era | 

planning to start the attack in the night 4 th. td 5th. of July Srom | 
an area north and north-west of iiolgorod and that in preparation 
for the attack the sapp«^s of the SS Division “Deathhead" vrere to j 
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clear tlie mlncflolds d’lrinx^ he nl^^ht of the 4th« of 

Thus, on the front of the 6tho""aiS 7th« GuaxSis Armies the foil*- 
Ovring evidence to start a counterattack had become available: 

- Infoi-iatlon confirmed by all types of reconnaisance of enerry 
preparation for an attack o 

~ the concentration of large tanl: and infantry forces opposite 
these tvjo armies o 

- enemy battle reconnaisance probing for our forv/ard defended 
line and our outposts d'jring the 4the of July® 

- stcatenents by prisoners that the enony v:as planning an attacl: 
in the morning of the S^th^ of -.uly. 

As a result the decision xvas raade to start the counterprepprsit:^ 
ion at 2230 hours on the 4th, of eiaya 

These t'lro examples shov; hov/ collation of evidence and a corefu-t. 
analysis of the information gained through reconnaisance con assist 
.he coraraander of an all arms force to decide on the right momciit to 
3 tart the c ount erpreparat ion o 

It may also occur that the oneray may anticipate our counterpre- 

«» 

paration and oppose it actively c Should this occur, even if it, was 
difficult, it is essential that the planned c ount erpreparait ion be 
c Ampleted in order to impose as much damage as possible on the enemy 
]3 arsonnel and equipment ..hile these are in the departure positionso 
In these circumstances the counter preparation vjill be merged v.^ith 
t he overall dof ence plan in the effort to repulse the ene^y of fen~ 


e v'ill nov^ note several oxa.mples of count or proper at ion fi^oin | 
GJie experience of the Orel-Belgorod operation of the Central and 
i/oronezh Fronts in JifLy, 1943 » It has to be noted that the available 
naterial only ailoi/s tho discussion of the role of artillery in the 
c ount erpreparat ion« 

Coiaiterpreparation in the Orel*Belgorod Operation 
111 the Orel-Belgorod Operation, in order to disrupt the advancing 

enenyt order to Inflict heavy losses on his personnel and 

i 13A DISSHAiNATION K»M FOR TRAN^ 
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G ount er pr epar at ion 


euuipment, it v;as decided to conduct a counterpreparation on the 
5 th« of July as follows: in the Central Front in the sector of the 
j 3 th. Army, and on the Toronezh Front in tho sectors of the 6thc 
and 7th » Guards Armies o Conditions made careful planning of the 
counter preparation possible on both fronts® 

Central Front ® The foil owingun its were assigned to the count- 
erpreparation of the 13 th o -Hrmy: 4 divisional artillery regiments, 

2 army mortar regiments, 6 mortar regiments from the 4 th® Break- 
ohrough artillery Corps of the GH‘ , reser^/e, 6 hovritzer regiments, 

4 gun artillery regiments and 5 rocket-launcher regiaentSc. 

Furthermore, 30% of the 120 na^ and 62 inni mortars of the rifle 
regiments of the first echelon were to participate* This amounted, to 
four 120 inm mortlhE;i^ batteries and tv/elve B2 mm mortar coiapanic-Se 
The overall number of .\rtiller 3 r pieces and mortars is given 
belov; in Table 2* 


Front of 
c ount er 


Average density Greatest 
per 1 ]:.n of front density per 


Cuns and ortars Number preparation /runs mortars Total 1 *.m of fr 


Guns 







76 mm divisional 







gn-ns 

220 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

122 ipm howitzers 

207 

- 

- 


- 

1 

122 mm guns 

39 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

152 mm gun-ho\:So 

41 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tot/Jal 

507 

- 

- 

- 

- 

: 

Mortars 






j 

j 

120 mm 

321 





1 

12 mm 

139 





• 

Total 

460 






Grand Tot/al 

967 

32km 

15.6 

14*4 

30.2 

up to 60 
guns and 

xaortarso 
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On the basis of ail the Inj-ornation gained by reconnaisance the 
following targets for suppression by the cotmterprepciration were es- 
tablished; 104 mortar and rtillery batteries; 59 observation pointy 
5*^ likely infantry and^f tank concentration areas# i 

-fter the army staff had completed the plan for the counterpre- 
paration, the artillery staffs and troops were given the necessary * 
5.nstructions# The artillery staffs of the rifle divisions and the 
staff of the 4tho rtillery Corps v/ere to make the changes made nec- 
essary as the result of any nex; inf ormation^ x-/hich had been gathered 
about the onomy, that is, to exchange targets vjhich had become re- 
dundant and add ne*. ones viiich aad been discovered# 

i:> 3 ^steiriatic verification by the officers of the army artiller 3 ^ 
staff, corrections and supplements to the plan conforming to the 
changed situation ept the artillery in constant readiness to con- 
duct the counterpreprration# 

The counterpreparation vras to last for 30 minutes and 0#25 
Linits of fire vrore to be used in the f jIloi:ing order: 

- first concentration to last 5 minutes - by all artillery and 
liortars -ssigned to the counter preparation on enemy batteries and 
observation points# 

- 20 minutes of deliberate fire by one naif of the same artill- 
e:ry and on tho same targets# 

- the second five-minute concentration by all the artillery on 
the same tiirgets# 

fire on the ii. el^r ^paoupinjs of infantry and tanlis vrere cailoc. 
for by supplementary signals in the event that reconnaisance reveal- 
ed these in areas provided for in the plan* 

Conforiaing to t.ho Liii ect ve by the Artillery Commander of the 
Central Front, the iriny .rtillery .taff planning the operation paid 
special attention to the uppression of en^y artillery in preparing 
i-ss plan for the countGrpreparation# 

By tha beginning of duly the 13th# Amiy’s plan for the. counter- 
prcptiration was vjell v/orked out not only by the anay artillery but 


^ 13A mssmmMKM 
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also in the units and ubunits. The targets for the counterprepar- 
stion Here analysed daily and corrected in order to aaintcin a 
realistic rlani» 

,.n accurate estimate of tha timing for the counter preparation 
in re-ation to the enemy s general rlan vfas made possible by he 
Znd. of July based on information roceiired by all types of reconn- 
ai.^r-nce and from statements made by prisoners and deserterso 

Conforriing to the order given by the Front Commander, the army 
artillery started the counterpreparation at 0220 hours on the 5th« 
of Julyo 

Due to the dlcor-anization caused by our fire, serious losses 
had boon inflict e . on th :■ enc. iy, but he v;as under direct orders freor 
Mitler to attack, although he '.vas not able to start his artillery 
preparation until 0430 hours, Tnis lasted for one hour and tv?enty 
minutes but vas rather disorganised and dispersed. Thus, for e.ca.mplc 
during the first fov? minutes the disorganized enemy fire did not 
reach our artillery at all. This circumstance made it possible for 
the Array Artillery Commander to repeat the counter artilfe ry pre- 
paration. Thus at 0435 hours the original counterpreparation vas 
repeated on the same targets and with the same expenditure of amm~ 

L nit ion o 

A total of 0.50 units of fire of all typos of ammunition vere 

spent in both counterpreparationSo 

During the counterpreparation up to 90 eneiiiy batteries, 60 ob 
servation points .ere crushed and 6 ammunition and fuel dumps were 
destro^^eda 

Enemy infantry and tanks started to leave their concentration 
areas cuiciay and to disperse. Over t%«) battalions of enemy infantry 

vrere destroyed during the dispersal o 

Conclusions. 1. Durlns the count orrie pcratlon on the Cantral 
Front th, ETcntcr portion of artillery fir. nas conccntrntrf on th. 
crushing of enesiy artillery batteries, ^dixch, in the main, 
cmnhal. ■mm hod an l,»nrt.nt nffoct on th. outc«ae of th. operntl. 
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The enemy, having been deprived of pov.erful artillery support and M'> 
meeting the full Impact of defenai^epiifir^"^^’ our artillery and in- 
fantry, was unable to achieve success. 

2; Massed artillery fire, directed in the main against enemy 
artillery, the realistic assessment of the data available prior to 
the counterpreparation (the lengthy assembly by the onetjy, the un- 
loading of supplies, the early deployment hf the enemy artillery, 
v.hich gave our roconnaisanco the capability to pinpoint the oneny 
artillery positions early), still does not permit one to draw the 
<,onclusion that the main objects of the artllisi-A fire of a counter- 
preparation shoxild be enemy artillery posit ions* 

3. The entire weight of the artillery, in thy period of the 
counterpreparation is concentrated on the crushing of oneKiy art. ill- 
ery, but one ca not count on disrupting the attack. 

,.n attack can only bo crushed by a simultaneous strike of all 
avaiibliie weapons on the departure positions of infantry ana i-an. s, 
signal centers, observation posts and artillery fire positions. 

Voronezh Front . The planning for the counterpreparation ’.as 

.started ->,hen the troops assumed the defensive. 

From the information gathered by reconnsisance one could draw 
■ihp conclusion that the enemy vjouid most lii ely attack on the ii oni- 
of the 6th. and 7th/ Guards /rmies in the direction of Oboyan-.vurs.' 

The Commander of the Front assi^iod the task of crushing the 
attack, by a counterpreparation, to the artillei'y of the 6th, .and 
/th, .rray, 

Ahh. aiards Army . Available for the counterpreparation .ere 
four divisional artillery regiments, two gun ait illery brigadss, 
one army artill^ regiment, tv,-o mortar zcgiaents, "our rocket 
launcher regiments, rogincntal artillery as \.ell as the 120njm 
and S2 ran mortars of the rif '.e regiments of the first ochclon 
rifle divisions. 

In order not to disclose the system of the anti-taik defence, 
the artill«T to th. anti-taiik sector, (the took hostroyw- artllle- 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0011 0001 0003-1 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0011 0001 0003-1 


I IHANSLAXION 

Goimt^erpreparatlon. 


PAGE 

19« 


a .,1 tbo antl-tanb rasaryes) v.-aa not i«cl»dad i« tho aoubterpropar- 
at ion* 

The total number of artillery pieces and mortars assigned to 
the counterpreparation v;and their density is shovm in Table 3^ 

Qans and mortars Number Average density per 1 km of fr ont 

O-ima Mortars Rocket Lat mchers rota 

— — (less 45 nun) 


< 


45 mm 36 
76 1 : 1 m regimental gnns ^24 
76 mm divisional gnns 76 
122 rma guns hovrs* 61 
152 mm hows« 47 


Total 


ortars* 


120 mm 
^2 mm 


Total 


Rocket aunchers 95 



Grand Total 


The essential feature of the plan vas that the massed fxre oi ^ 
the artillery mortars and rocket launchers v?as to crush personne 

to inrilct heavy oasoalties on the tan.-t in their d.partaro p.a- 

it ions* 

Startlne .eith the 28th. of inna, data sothered by all types of 
reoonnaisanos (as desorihod previously) nads It possibls to ssmss 
aoonrately the character of the sv, sited attach, its sronplng and 
tinlng, as a rssnlt of ahich the snact tl-nlns of the eounterpropar- 
ation could bo deterffiined* 


»kT« 13A PBSeMWTION 
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At 1600 hours on the Ath. of ^uly, the eneay after a short 
artillery preparation dislodged 'Star and by the end 

of the day had moved up close to our fort.-ard defence line. 

All tho data collected by roconnaisance and onoiay activity 
indicated that the enemy v;as planning to start an attack on the 
r.ornins of the 5th. of July, In vieu of this developcment the 
ision vas tal en to fire a five-minute concentration at 2230 hours 
on the 4th. of July against the following targets: 17 infantry and 
t£,n;: concentration areas, 12 artillery battery locaMons, 17 obser- 

v:.tion ’ oints and other targets* 

.;n the 5th. of July at 0300 hours the counterpreparation v;as 

continued by a five-minute concentration on the infantr.^ and tank 
nsseibly areas. Trior to that, after tho first five-minute concen- 
tration, 15 minutes of directed fire had been directed at tho same 

target s. 


The covmterpreroration :ras finished with a ten-miiute concen- 
tration on the assembly areas of tan/.s and infantry and partially , 

•igrinst encriy artillery positions. | 

infantry, rifle, and . .achine gun fire was also used in the 

ccnmterprepnration by the 6th. Guards u-my as v.ell as tho fire of 

tanks on infantry derrrture positions. 

0.5 units of fire were used by all weapons used in the counter- | 

. I 

preparation* \ 

Tmv. Assigned to tho connterproporatlon v,ere so.on 
divisional artillery roglnonta, throe s»n roginents or tho OH re- 
-ryo one nortar rejlnont, t>» roo.yt launchor^ r.ginonts, ro*i»nntd 
artillery and the lAO ™ and d2 « :aert .rs of the rifle reginents of 

the first echelon rifle divisions. 

Tho arti lery stationed in the anti-tan., sectors, the tank 
destroyer artillery regiments and tho r.nti-tana artillery of the 
reserve did not participate in the counterpreparation. 

The grouping of the enemy artillery rffered several possible 

» «»"T3ATS53i5Xii5N^ 
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plans for a count erpreraration. 

On the li. el direction of tha oneray attack, taking into acc- 
ount the fire of the artillery from th . neighboring sectors, the 
average density of guns and mortars varied from 26.3 to 68.6 er 
1 km of front. The greatest density occurred in the sector .likayloviaj 
vthich ■. as ; iie enemy bridgehead on the eastern shore of the rxver 
Northern Oonetz - 68.6 guns emd mortars, in addition to 16 rocket 
launchers o 

The plan of the counterpreparati n provided primarily for the 
destruction of enemy personnel in their departure positions and 
only envisaged partial suppression of his artillery. 

The accepted decision for tho counterproparation was based on 
the follov.-ing enemy action. Dviring June enemy aircraft v;as concent- 
rated on the reconnaisance of our defences and the bombarding of 
our artillery in the central sector and on the right flank of our 
a,my. From the 1st, to the 5th. of July the enemy conducted battle 
reconnaisance by groups of company and battalion size. 

In the period from the 1st. to the 5th/ of July the follov.-ing 
evidence accumulated that the ono-ry was preparing for an attack: 

- regrouping of the enemy opposite our right flank and the 
partial introduction of uiits of the second ecnolon, 

- increased transport of ammunition to the enemy's front, as 
rell as personnel and other o; uipment (during four days about 3000 

•yehicles approached the Tront iine)o 

- increased activity of enemy artillery and mortar fire Irom 
the 1st, of July opppsite the right flani., the number of rounds 
fired increased from 700 to 3200 in twenty-four hours, 

the movement of columns of vehicles to the front during the 

nisht • 

- the relocation of airfields and command posts closer to the 
front line* 

-«ie concentration of about three tank divisions in the area 
south— x-rest o£ Belgorod* 
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count; ^ ^ • 

ill »he data .uoted abote ab wall at othar Inlarmatlon points 

to th. Let that the on«w n<«aa,«««ne «»: b^lonnlTO on the nornlng 

of the 5th. of Jvay. As a resnlt the decision to proceed .nth a 

counterpreparation x-xas ta^'.eno 

The counterpreparation v/as started at 0300 hoxars on t .i 
of Jnly and p- oo.»iod nccordins to the pbsn .*ich provided for the . 
first concentration of fire of five .elnatcs, directed fire of 15 
sinutes, and a second concentration of 10 ndnutos. 

one half a unit of fire, of all types of a™ltlon, .,as used 

up in the coxAnterpreparatim . 

intcrrosotlon of orlsonors established that the on«y had 
,.sffered heavy losses as a result of the oo«,terpr.paratlon on the 
front of the .th. and 7th. duards armies, particularly in the SS 
anlts. Thus a prlscn®- of tho 167th. Infantry iiesinent. of the 332 
infantry Jlvlslcn, stated that his roslmont lost over 600 soldiers 
and cfflcs-s and about 25. of It. e. ulpment during the ocunterpre- 

paratxon«» 

From the captured report of the conuaandor of the 19tho xrormin 
Tanh Division. Lieutenant-General Schnxidt. it x-.e disclosed that tn= 
^ttach by the division in the area of I-lihoylovka vxas dxsruptea y 
th^ coxmterpreparation and that the 19thd German Tank Division 
cuffored serious losses in personnel. This is .hat he v.vote: -The 
Fussicns ooened fire x.^ith many x.eapons. xvhich bore x-xitness to the 
large oneny concentration of artillery. The rocket launcher raim- 
ents, operating opposite the division, lept all ravines under .xro. 
It 1 as impossible to continue x'orl. and to bring up tne bridges 
Che 'Tld«-S". in 10 minutes bbe Russians had deacroyed c ur depart- 

positions©** 

Qr^pnlusions^ 

1. AS the result of the ccuntcrpreporatlon the enemy caneelle 
the attack from his prspersd hrldechead on the eastern shore of the 

•river Northern Donets in the area of lUkaylovka. 

The fire of our artillery and mortars Inflicted heavy 


mT mi 
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on th-i SS troops prior to the start of the attack, vxhich was con- 
firmed by prisoners* 

The coiinterprer aration d stroyed the moral strength of the eneiy 
and his potential to fight vras seriously reduced. 

2. As the result of the massed artillery concentrations on the 
enemy observation posts his artillery was able to conduct only dis- 
organised fire during the period of our artillery preparation. 

3. The concentration fired by the h. Guards .‘irmy at 2230 hoira 
on the 4th. of July appraised the enemy of our proparodnoss and 
i>ook away the stu-prise fiom our second concentration which started et 

0300 hoiATS on the 5th. of July, 19U3o 

4. Attention is dravm to the support given to the counterprepca'- 

n.tion by the rifle and machine gxm fire of thei nfantry and pa rtic 
.xlarly the fire of the tank units assigned to the counterpreparation 
of the 6th. Guards /krmy. 


13A WSSEWNATION 
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^l EUlGENCE TRANSLATION 

r.mmt-.ftrnretiarafcion J — ^ 

flPPBHDIX L. (left half) 

"Approved' 

Ccamnander of -hiw N - Menber of ilitary Council. > 

Plan of Count orpreparation of N in the area 

right - :.^rchenl-.a. ^-^skino 
left; - G»usev, Il^ichevka) 


iiir force 

25 tho Air Bomber 
Resiment: 


Bomber attach 
on enemy artiil- 
eary positions in 
the area ^ rigi , 
.ocha, Fetu..ii. 


3 , 29tho Air Bomber 
Regiment 


Bombing of enemy 
tc.in. 3 and a.xtLi-iifery 
in the area azakov- 
tsy, ohvarevo, height 
220*5 ' 


4 , :: 7 th* aound 

iittadv Air 
Rogi^riont 


5 , ...rtlllery and Concentration of 
.ortars of the rifle and _ -- l^e 
yAth .vifle Corp^ana of artillery 

of 1 st and 2 nd kifle 

Jivisions on enemy 
ini'antry and tank 
positions on heights 
23 So 2 ; 239 o 3 ; 240 * 5 ; 
227 . 2 ; 223 v 3 ; 225 * 6 . 


7 th* ortar 
Brigade 


On hoi ght s 227 * 2 ; 
.: 23 . 3 ; 225 * 6 ; and on 
the reverse slopes 
of these heiglits* 


Concentration by 
the mortars and 
artillery of thc^ 
1 st* and ^^nd-RlF- 
Di visions the 
en e i-iy d ep ^ rt ur e 
positions on iiaig 

b8.2;23y.3;^oa 
227 . 2 ; 227 . 3 ; 2 ^ 5 . f 

On heights 227 -. 2 
and 223 ., and on 
their reverse 
slopes. 


6 19th. rtillery Concentration on the 
Oivihon and the departure positions 
Tier ortar of infantry and tanKS 

Qri-ade; in the area Cusev, ri^, 

Brioaae. . ocha, retui.hi, u»rabari 


nov.-itzer iuppression tas. s 

Srigade assigned by the 

4th. ism arigade Army .trtillery Com.Jsnd 
5th. Uun Bri ade 


Concentration on 
infantry and tant 
departure poo^tio 
in the area G»ur,ao 
.rigij .ocha, 
retukhi, u^rabat'i. 

53 uppress±> n tasks 
assigned by the 
.^rmy .\rtiilory 

GoQimand* 
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iK-iBO-Xl 


Count erp raT^aration 


FAGB NUMBsa 
25 


lo Destruction of Op’s 
by direct fire v.'eapons 


APPiSMDIX 1 (right half) 

Concentratiion 


5 minutes 


5 minutes 


around :ittac': on 
enemy tanks and 
artillery in the 
area .'azakovtsi, 
oh va r evo , h c i ght 2 20 o 5 • 


„ Concentration by rifle and 
G fire of the 1st. and 2ndo 


iJifle Divisions on the de- 
parturo positions opposite 
their front. 


concentration b3? rifle, kG, ^d 
mortars on the derarture posxtxojs 
of infantry in the areas hox ,hts-'* 

233 . 2 ; 239.3; 240.5; 227 . 2 ; 223 .. 
225 . 6 . 


Group of direct fire v’oapons 
destroy enemy observation 
points on height 23^® 2; 239*3 5 
240.5; 227®2; 223*3; 225 * 0 . 


cone ^ntra.t ion by th*^ artillery o ^ 
the tani'v departure positions in 
the areas . rigi, ietvkhi, . ocha 
and eSrabari. 


6 Concentmtion by the 3rd. How- Concentration on the 

itzer and tho 4th. and 5th. ^ tank depar^e K S oct^ f-S- 

Artillery Brigades on oneniy ^tt-area ^ ® ’ ‘ ’ 

^ies in the area .ocha, .rigi, ukhi, G’rabari. 

Fetul^hi. 


At the disposal of the 
Artillery Gonniander. 


7\rniy 


Suppression tasks assigned by the 
i\rm Artillery Commander« i 


J 


“ TO»BIAW»I 
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Left Half. 


Group of Army 
Rocket L^^-unchers 
1st. Roci et Latin- 
ch^r Regiment 
2nd a Rocket Laun- 
cher Regiment • 
3rd. Rocket Laun- 
cher Regiment • 
4th o Rocket Laun- 
cher Regiment. 


Cone entrat ion oil- 
infant ry departure 
positions by one 
regiment on heights 
227*2; 223*3; 225*6. 


Concentration by^hese 
regiments on heights 
240 o5;239.3;238*2* 

Suppression targets 
assigned by the Army 
Artillery Comriiander. 


20 :!achine Gun Concentration on enemy 
Artillery Regiment .batteries in the area 

1 o 5 ]rari north of? etr ovo j 
at the disposal of the 
Array Artillery Commander. 


Directed //I 
fire against- 
enemy batter- 
ies in the 
area 1-5 ‘-m 
north of I* et- 
rovo. 


Artilla-y of the Concentration on infantry 
Cth. Rifle Divisior^/and tank departiu'e pos- 
and the 4th. ertar/itions in t;.e area of 
Regiment of the (3R0 /heights 225«b;229*o; 
Reserve. 230.2. 


Cone entrat i cii 
on inf ai try- 
find tanlc db p- 
art nr e posit- 
ions in the 
area of hei^t 
225 o6;229*6; 

230.2. 


lO.Ai'tillery of the 
300tha Rifle Div- 
ision 

10th. Gun Artill- 
ery Regiment 
5th. Rocket Laun- 
cher RegiaaBBttho 


Concentration on infantry — 
and tank departure posit- 
ions in the area north- 
east of G’usev, height 
23^*2, rigi. 


Concentration 
on .'.nfantry and 
tank departure 
positions in ttB 
area lorth-east 
of G’tsev, hei- 
ght 23<>«2, ;rig 


telephone 

1, "Prepare for comterpreparation -codeword "Shchuka" -Radia 200 


'Ready for counterpreparation" - by teJejhone "Molinja "-Raiio 20^ 

3. "Start firing the counterpreparation" - by telephone "Zha k' - 

Radio +00. 

4* ^'Counterprepa ration completed” - by telephone (k'usha" - 

Radio 5C0. 

Chief of Staff , Army "N" - (igmture) 

Chief of Operations Section - (signature). 
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Ri^t half. 

Concentration by one regiment on inf^try 
departure positions in the areas of heists 
240.5, 239.3,238.2. 

Suppression targets assigned by the Army 
j^'tiUery Commands. 


So Concentration against enemy/Oirect^ fire against en«^ batter- 
battlries in thi area 1.5 km/W in Km nornn ox 

north of Petrovo. Petrovo as directed by the army 

Ajrti-tlsry Coimnander. 


Concentration on infantry andtank depart- 
ure positions in the areas of heights 
225.6, 229.6, 230.2. 


Concentration on infantry and tank dep^t- 
ure positions in the arecS north-east or 
G’usev, height 238.2, ; rigl. 
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